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“How different is the
climate of
respiratory polio

* people. Their living
has been filtered of
the fluff and the best
of humanness
remains."

— GiInI Laurie, 1959
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We all face the possibility
of becoming a ventilator user.
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What Is independent living?
HIiLAEFEE?

“Control over one’s life based on the
choice of acceptable options that minimize
reliance on others in making decisions and

In performing everyday activities.”
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-Natienal Councilion the Handicapped (Disabiliity).
Natienal Pelicy fer Persens with Disabilities. \Washingten, DC, 1983.
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Independent living centers
are NOT places to live.
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CORE SERVICES INCLUDE ...
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FACING THE CONDITION ...
WRICIEEEY 5...

Individuals who use a ventilator challenge the
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ea that a cure Is the ultimate goal. Medical
professionals with knowledge about home

IMeC

nanical ventilation are vital during this period.
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IVUN enhances the lives

and independence of home
mechanical ventilator users
through education, advocacy,
research and networking.

Its quarterly newsletter,
Ventilator-Assisted Living, Is
edited by Judith R. Fischer.
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Judith, along with Sheryl Rudy,
compiles and maintains the
Resource Directory for
Ventilator-Assisted Living,

that has been described by
ventilator users as a “gold mine.”
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“Dear Joan ... Just a note to let you know that
the people In our post-polio group have decided

they will not choose to use a ventilator.”
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WWhose choice?
Based on what information?
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LEARNING THE LIFE ...
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A typical day Iin the life
of the family is
drastically changed.
Did you bring the

hoespital heme
With you?
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Ventilator user Audrey King, from
Canada, has remarked,
“A very big problem with traditional rehabilitation,
from the point of view of the experienced disabled,
IS that In their ‘zeal’ to be helpful, they don’t know
when to stop.*
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LIVING THE LIFE ...

ANEZESS...

The goal of living a normal non-institutionalized life
IS facilitated by the independent living philosophy,
but society Is still challenged by ventilator users.
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Ventilator user

Kalle Konkkola, from
Finland, expresses
the idea this way ...

“When | confronted steps
before in my wheelchair,
'would get angry at myself;

now | get angry at the steps.”
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"Independent living means that we demand
the same choices and control in our
everyday lives that our non-disabled brothers
and sisters, neighbors and
friends take for granted.”

Adolf Ratzka
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“| prefer to think of it as
an Interdependent living
movement rather than
an Independent living
movement.™
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-GiIni Laurie (1988). Speech presented to
Springfield (lllinors) Center for Independent
Living Dinner.
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As Spinoza stated ...

“Men who are good by reason - I.e.,
men who under the guidance of reason,
seek what is useful to them — desire
nothing for themselves they do not also desire for
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the rest of mankind.”
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“Keep away from people who
try to belittle your ambitions.
Small people always do that, but
the really great make you feel that
you, too, can become great.”

-Mark Twain/Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910).
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